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MAN AT 
HIS BEST

Because nobody cares who 
wins Best Make Up...
BY  M AT T  P O M ROY

 BEST FILM NOT 
RELEASED IN THIS 
REGION

The Way Way Back. 
From the pair who wrote 
The Descendents (and won 
an Oscar for that script) this 
follow-up is about a boy who 
strikes up a friendship with 
the manager of the Water 
Wizz water park during his 
summer job. Sam Rockwell 
is great as the workshy 
park manager, while Steve 
Carell and Allison Janney 
put in some of their best 
performances to date. 

 BEST FILM THAT 
DIDN’T GET A CINEMA 
RELEASE ANYWHERE

Clear History, the HBO 
TV movie written by and 
starring Larry David. 
Essentially a feature-length 
episode of Curb Your 
Enthusiasm, the Larry David 
character assumes a new 
identity in a small town after 
public humiliation. John 
Hamm, Kate Hudson, Eva 
Mendes and Michael Keaton 
co-star and it’s now out on 
DVD and worth catching, 
if only for more of the David 
moans about the minutiae 
of modern life. Such as this 
lovely gripe:  

 BEST TEEN BOOK ADAPTATION

Amid the fuss over The Hunger Games, the tedium of Hobbit 
films and all the rest of the scramble to find a new “franchise”, 
a genuine gem was very much overlooked after finally getting 
a release amid legal wrangles. Odd Thomas (based on the 
books by Dean Koontz) is a short-order cook with the ability to 
see the dead. Quirky, macabre, funny and touching this feels like 
a throwback to films of the ’90s and tonally like Peter Jackson’s 
The Frighteners. Reviews were mixed and there probably won’t 
be any more of the series filmed, but this was a fun 90-minutes.  

 THE LAURENCE 
OLIVIER “TRY ACTING 
DEAR BOY” AWARD

Ryan Gosling. If he’s 
not slowly walking about 
smirking, he’s staring into 
the middle-distance with 
the expression of a Labrador 
being shown a card trick, and 
his shtick has worn thin very 
quickly. He got the publicity 
for The Place Beyond the 
Pines, (when an excellent 
Bradley Cooper acted him 
off the screen) and followed 
it up with complicity in the 
incomprehensible mess 
that was Only God Forgives. 
Perhaps Terrence Malick can 
get something new out of him 
in their forthcoming project. 

A DECENT 
30 MINUTES 

OF A FILM THAT 
IS OTHERWISE 
PRETTY POOR

We’re The 
Millers. Watch 
the first half-hour 
of this film only. 
By the time you 
get to Jennifer 

Aniston doing her 
Flashdance thing 
it totally kills any 

comedy goodwill, 
but Jason Sudukis 
pretty much nails 
the start of this 

rom-com before it 
heads off  into set-
pieces and tired 

film tropes.   MOST UNDERRATED WARDROBE
American Hustle — the Citizen Kane of side boob. 

 THE REALLY 
DRAGGING IT OUT 
AWARD

The Hobbit would have 
made a good two-hour film, 
but has been dragged out to 
three veeeeery long films. We 
lost the will to live halfway 
through the second amid 
archaic Tolkien-speak and 
the knowledge that some 
sort of end is literally months 
away. Plus, it ends on such a 
weak “cliffhanger” it may as 
well have been accompanied 
by the EastEnders drums. 

“I don’t reply to birthday 
emails. Y’know, ‘thank you 
very much’, ‘so kind of you’, 
‘oh you remembered’, it turns 
the birthday into a job. The 
birthday shouldn’t be a job, 
we should be celebrating a 
birthday. We shouldn’t be 
going ‘oh it’s my birthday 
I have to go to work.’”

FILM:  THE ALTERNATIVE OSCARS


