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 I grew up surrounded by people from different parts of the world. 
My background in some ways has more to do with India than 
England because my parents were born and raised there.
 My brother and I were the only two in my family that were born 
in England. None of my children were born in England. It’s just 
an accident of how my family has worked out that I tend to see 
life well beyond the borders of the United Kingdom.
 People might assume I’m a Tory, but through the generations as 
far as you go there is not one Conservative. They’re academics, 
church clergymen, doctors, a lot of philanthropists and people 
who travel the world.
 Xenophobia and the anti-immigration stance are all based on a 
false fear that is easily whipped up because it’s a very powerful 
political and electoral tool. If you can create a bogus enemy and 
blame the social or economic ills on them, then you can do it at 
very little cost when it comes to the outsiders.

 It’s utterly shocking that we’ve spent a lot of time locking up 
children and innocent families, traumatising them. Asylum 
seekers don’t have any rights, they can’t vote, they don’t have 
a voice in society and it’s very, very easy to persecute people in 
that position. You can create a completely hidden community.
 A broad upbringing helped me as an actor. It’s based in relating to 
the imagination and I’ve been exposed to cultures.
 I did publically support the Liberal Democrats but I’m now without 
any political affiliation.
 I’d have liked to see the Lib Dems consolidate the direction they 
were going in but they’re in a coalition government with a party 
I don’t like and whose ideology does not square with mine. 
And that’s true for a lot of people.
 A day is a long time in my business, just as it is in politics.  
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