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A
fter you’re nominated for an Oscar, it’s not as if 
you wake up the day and suddenly there are 
fifty wonderful scripts on your doorstep. 
I may have only received three scripts over 
a given period beforehand and if those three 
were not particularly good then it doesn’t 
help you if there are suddenly fifty that are 
not particularly good. It’s very hard to write 
a good script.

 You’re never in a world of perfect choice.

 Sex symbol of Middle England? I was quite delighted. I was 
thirty-five when that happened and was starting to think 
that I was passing out of the romantic zone completely, 
so it was quite invigorating to be a sex-anything past a 
certain age.  It helped keep me employed too.
 A good story is a good story whether we are using a conceit 
of the 1930s or 1800s or pretending we’re all French. 
The “period” I never really notice, frankly. Other people 
talk about it more than I do.
 It feels stranger to shoot things in a contemporary setting 
because you’re thinking, “this is my era and these are 
shoes I’d never wear.” 
 The idea that I’m troubled by the Darcy thing is completely 
untrue. It has become something that certain elements 
of the press seem to like. It seems 
inevitable somehow.
 That thing about me being a 
reluctant heartthrob... Hey, listen, 
I’m not remotely reluctant!
 There’s something marvellously 

subversive about Mamma Mia. A lot of stories out there 
end in extolling the bourgeoisie virtues of marriage and 
this is very anti-marriage. This is not only about people 
being sexually alive in their fifties but it celebrates not 
getting married and being free and breaking some of 
those social mores.
 ABBA has not been my listening fare at any point in my life, 
but it has that capacity to loosen people up.
 I lived in Nigeria until I was four. I can think my way 
through the house, the atmosphere, the light, the 
vegetation, the people I knew. It’s still there in my mind 
and it’s still quite potent. 
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Our party did not name itself a communist party. You cannot fi nd 
this name in the literature of our party. Now, when they address 
our party as a communist party, it surprises me.
We believed in the reality of the classes and class struggle, but in 
an Afghan manner.
I had my own ideas. I was not a dead fi sh swimming wherever the 
water went. Today I am in the same situation.
Always I am an optimist. At the time I was in prison and under the 
shadow of death I was not hopeless.
If you were in my position who would you choose to follow: 
America or the Soviet Union? The country that doesn’t give you 
one dollar or the one that opens its pockets and tells you to take 
what you want?
As far as us killing mullahs or sending them to jail is concerned, 
I think that’s propaganda. I accept we ignored them, we did not 
have a dialogue with them, and this was one of our big mistakes.
Here in Afghanistan you will not fi nd a village where there are 
three houses without one mosque.
There is a difference between me and the last generation. I believe 
that religion is necessary for the people because the people need 
to follow a religion. But it should not be used for political aims.
Always the ruling circle wants to impose itself on people without 
paying attention to the local community. That was even a serious 
problem in our government.
The fi ght in Afghanistan is not the fi ght of Afghans.
Why has Britain come here and fought four times when it keeps 
losing its soldiers? Greed and arrogance.
If humans can fi nd a way to go to the stars and capture them 
instead of the land, then they will not eat and drink the blood of 
each other.
Wisdom and  passion. Humans live between a balance of these 
two. When the passion gets stronger, fi ghting, corruption and 
differences are the result. When the wisdom gets stronger, then 
they will go towards peace and reconstruction. God created 
humans like this.
The philosophers of Western countries must answer this question: 
do they have the power to control the greed of their ruling circle?
I remember the words of Bertrand Russell. I have a lot of respect 
for him.
There are some revolutions that are not rooted in the needs of 
society. They are imported by a class, or according to a specifi c 
planned idea, and most of them do not have a national base. 
These revolutions do not have good results. For example, our 
revolution and the Iranian revolution.
I knew of Ronald Reagan from the cinema. It’s not up to me, 
but I think he was not worthy of being a president.
 Maybe George Bush benefi tted the U.S., but our people do not 
like him. He loved fi ghting.
Afghans have a habit. Any country that brings its forces here, they 
hate it. This is their psychology.
Our idea is that America should look at the rest of the world with a 
sympathetic eye.
What was the biggest mistake the Russians made in Afghanistan? 
Coming here.  
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