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(see above) “It’s part of the platform and wherever you have Nokia 
maps you will have City Lens marking points of interest,” Argenti 
said, but wouldn’t elaborate on how detailed it will be, let alone 
whether it will be as interactive as the one for the United States. 
If it’s like maps.nokia.com, then there will still be things that need 
fixing if it’s to be useful in this part of the world. 

Of course they’re not alone in that. The iPhone 4s was all about 
Siri, which still doesn’t really work in this region, thus negating 
the point of upgrading from the previous model. Argenti, however, 
is convinced that Nokia’s strong regional representation will 
ensure that its apps work here. “We have people on the ground in 
the Middle East and we will be working with developers to make 
sure they make sure they are adopted.”

Regional niggles aside, the success or failure of this phone 
will, as the launch invite pointed out, “determine the future of the 
company”. What that might future might be is hard to tell as the 
phone itself is excellent, but it’s not the only excellent phone on 
the market. The new slogan for the Nokia Lumia 920 (“It’s time 

to switch”) is seemingly an open admission of its lesser status and 
that its job now is to try and bring people back. It won’t be easy 
persuading people to put down their iPhones or Samsung Galaxys 
or even HTCs  – especially as the latter now runs the same new 
Windows 8 software. 

The idea that companies can be too big to fail is clearly not true. 
From Borders Books to Blockbuster, huge companies fail if they 
don’t keep up with the times. Some analysts predict doom and 
gloom for Nokia, with speculation that the low share price makes 
it vulnerable to a takeover. Its market cap, however, is still over $10 
billion, meaning that if Microsoft (as is rumoured) was to launch a 
takeover it would have to pay even more than it did for Skype last 
year. With the patents that it holds, together with other intellectual 
property, it has valuable assets worth an estimated $6 billion, even 
if thousands of staff are being laid off, jobs are being shipped to 
Asia and the stock price is worryingly low. 

So the future is still to be decided but, as Forbes pointed out, 
“the sad truth is, Nokia might be worth more dead than alive.”  

 

1
CITY LENS
Augmented 

reality has long 
been touted as 

the next step for 
smartphones and 
the Nokia location 
platform provides 

maps for almost 200 
countries. Nokia 

City lens allows you 
to see the names of 
restaurants, cafes, 

on your smartphone 
display and if 

someone can pull 
this off  in the Middle 
East then Nokia is a 
good bet to do so, 

but the details of the 
content will have 
to be excellent to 

make this anything 
more than just a 
taste of things to 

come further down 
the line. 

2  
WIRELESS 
CHARGING

We’re now entering 
the culture of 

regular charging. 
Time was, your 

mobile phone would 
last days on one 
charge, but now 

you’ll probably need 
a pit stop during the 
day if you are using 

your phone for more 
than just calling 
people. Wireless 

charging appears to 
be the future. Virgin 
Atlantic lounges and 

the Coff ee Bean & 
Tea Leaf chain in the 

U.S. will have free 
wireless re-charge 

points and soon 
you can expect it 

to be as common in 
places as free Wi-Fi. 

At home charging 
pads – like this 

Fatboy one – will 
soon replace your 
plug-in devices. 

3
NOKIA MUSIC 

Wireless music 
transfer lets you 
send music from 

your phone to 
headphones or 
speakers by just 

tapping the phone 
against it. There’s 
also a feature that 

lets you stream 
and download 

unlimited music 
for free, although 
as yet it’s unclear 
if the full version 

will be available in 
this region. Again 
though, it’s a clue 

as to where wireless 
technology is going.  

THREE OF THE FEATURES THAT NOKIA HOPES WILL MAKE THE LUMIA 920 A HIT


