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RETURN OF THE 
The success of Piranha 3D marks the resurgence of monster 

movies and a welcome reintroduction of fun to horror fi lms
B Y  M AT T  P O M R O Y

T
here’s a strange, almost perverse, 
joy to be had watching films that 
you know are bad. Not bad in 
a Sex And The City 2 way 
(lame puns, lazy Arabic 

stereotypes etc.), but enjoyably cheap and 
light-heartedly goofy. They usually occupy 
the realm of film-making which is better-
funded than student movies (although only 
just) but not considered big enough to get mass 
distribution. As such, they usually go straight 
to DVD or television, but are loved enough 
to get screenings at indie festivals. And they 
usually involve creatures that attack. 

Following the Internet-led hype for Snakes 
on a Plane, there has been something of 
resurrection in schlocky creature features. 
Last month a remake of Piranha – now in 3D – 
made it to the big screen with largely positive 
reviews. The favourable response wasn’t 
because it was a great piece of artistic film-
making, but because it was an enjoyable 90-
minutes that ticked all the right boxes for this 

type of movie – gore, violent creatures, humour, 
over-the-top dialogue, in-jokes and nudity. 
The latter will have been cut for the censored 
cinema version in this region, so if you have 
any interest in Kelly Brook’s underwater nude 
lesbian scene and dismembered-member jokes 
then the DVD is out next month.

What Piranha 3D – or plain old Piranha by 
the time it’s on DVD – does that marks it out 
as a rare success is this: it takes a fairly sizeable 
budget and uses it to encapsulate the spirit of 
exploitation films from the ’70sand ’80s, but re-
contextualises these eras for a modern audience. 
Hence the children’s summer camp has been 
changed to a Girls Gone Wild-style spring break. 
In the process, they’ve recreated something 
we’ve been missing at cinemas in recent years. 

The groundswell of hunger for these films 
has been building for some time. American TV 
channel SyFy regularly screens original creature 
flicks, largely made by production company 
The Asylum, and regularly pulls in around two 
million viewers. Their film Mega Shark v Giant 

SIX OF THE BEST (OR WORST)
A few more creature features 

that we love and you might like 
to seek out

Kingdom of the Spiders 
(1977)

A local veterinarian (played by 
William Shatner) leads the defence 

as a small town in Arizona is overrun 
with tarantulas. Unless you are very 

young, very old or very allergic, a 
tarantula bite just hurts like a bad bee 

sting, but here people are dropping 
off like it’s a Sarin gas attack. Highly 

illogical, but good camp fun. 

Python (2000)
Robert “Freddy Krueger” 

England, hunts down a giant, 
geneticallyenhanced python that 

spits acid. Also running from some 
of the worst special effects since Pete 
Burns’ plastic surgery are Playboy 
centrefold Jenny McCarthy, The 
Karate Kid’s William “sweep the 

leg Johnny” Zabka and the guy who 
played Gordy in Stand By Me. 
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