
As soon as you leave Tribhuvan International
Airport you’re right into Kathmandu’s
shantytown, all carved up by winding roads
scarred by potholes like bomb craters and full of
buildings that look as if the architect was a child
with a set of wax crayons. And it’s dark. The
only illumination is the flickering of candles
that offer an eerie half-light to the open-fronted
and ramshackle huts that pass for shops. Swap
cars for horses and you’re halfway to Mordor,
but this is normal for the locals because today
it’s not their turn to have electricity – It’s
Thursday. The other side of town currently has

that luxury. Following the wagon trail of
Suzuki mini vans that wheeze up the hills like
asthmatic tin donkeys (with additional
passengers hanging off the back and sides) you
get to the centre of Kathmandu where there’s
the sodium glow of streetlights and
symmetrical buildings. But that doesn’t mean
it’s normal, because nothing is normal in
Kathmandu. That’s why it’s becoming one of
the best getaway cities in the world. 

Nepal boasts eight of the world’s 14 highest
mountains, including Mount Everest, so it’s
somewhat ingrained in your psyche to expect a

desolate outpost with little in the way of
inhabitants bar a few sherpas, mountain climbers
and weather-beaten locals copied-and-pasted
from the cover of National Geographic, but there
are 1.5million people living and working in this
city. There are 23.1million living here in the
country and until late last year they were fighting
here too, with a civil war between monarchist
government forces and Maoist rebels that cost
over 13,000 people their lives. In 2001 the royal
family were slaughtered and officially the heir
apparent, crown prince Dipendra, was blamed.
As he was also one of the dead he’s not around to
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With the  Civil War now over, Nepal is once again one of the best short-break destinations to visit.
From the capital Kathmandu and Nepalese jungle tours to trips over Mount Everest itself, it’s like
nowhere else on earth.  Words Matt Pomroy  Photography Katarina Bengtsson


